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The Lorax
Please answer the following questions during or after the showing of the Lorax. If would be to your advantage to read the questions and familiarize yourself with them so you understand what you are watching for in the movie.

1. Compare the environment at the beginning of the movie to the environment first seen by the Onceler when he arrives.

2. As you watch this movie, please list all the examples of environmental problems that occur (at least six can be found).

3. What is the significance of the name “Once-ler” for the creator of the thneed?

4. Once-ler says “A thing of beauty is a joy forever.” What is ironic about this statement?

5. Make a list of modern day thneeds – items which everyone believes they need, but could probably live without. Should be able to get 10.

6. Once-ler mocks the Lorax by calling him “Nature boy.” Give an example of this from our current society and why you think people do this.

7. The barbaloots, humming fish and swami swams were examples of species loss from the cartoon environment. Give some modern day examples of this.

8. What does the word “Unless” mean at the end of the movie?

9. The Lorax movie was first released in 1972. Does its theme still fit for today’s world? Is that a good thing?

10. What does the word thneed stand for?

11.  What are some current environmental issues that could end up causing an environmental catatastrophe comparable to the end of the Lorax.
Carrying Capacity:  the maximum population size of the species that the environment can sustain indefinitely, given the food, habitat, water, and other necessities available in the environment.
Limiting Factor: A factor or condition that prevents the continuing growth of a population in an ecosystem.
